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Gurdwaras at Sri Anandpur Sahid 


And 


Kiratpur Sahib 


Anandpur Sahib isa historic town in the 
Indian Panjab which the Ninth Sikh Apostle, 
Guru Tegh Bahadur, known for his noble sacrifice 
as ‘The Protective Armour of India’ founded in 
Samat 1722 (1665 A. D.).. It used to be a small 
village, Makhowal, which the Guru purchased for 
70,000 rupees from Raja Deep Chand of Bilas- 
pur and renamed it Anandpur (The City of 
Bliss). He consecrated it by the recital of 
religious hymns,the holding of spiritual assemblies 
and through selfless service. 

In ancient days many saints had offered 
prayers and penance in this valley of the Shiwaliks. 
One of the reasons why the Ninth Guru was led ~ 
to think of founding of this city was the hostility 
existing between the Mughal Empire and the 
Sikhs. Guru Arjan Dev the Fifth Apostle and 
Grand father of the Ninth Guru had met his 
martyrdom by order of the Mughal Emperor 
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Jehangir in Lahore after great tortures. After 
his martyrdom his son, Guru Hargobind became 
Guru. »He gave the Sikhs training in fighting 
and manliness and moulded them into a fighting 
community, He fought in several battles against 
in Mughals, The Sixth Guru founded, not far 
from Anandpur, the colony of Kiratpur flanked 
by the river Sutlej and the Shiwalik ranges on 
either ‘side. After coming to Apostleship, Guru 
Tegh Bahadur in accordance with the plan of 
his father founded the town of Anandpur, This 
too is flanked on the one side by a tributary of 
the Sutlej, and by the Shiwalik Ranges. The 
scenery of hill, river and verdure makes Anand- 
pur Sahib a beautiful and charming place. In 
those days it also occupied a singularly strategic 
position from the point of view of defence. 

Guru Tegh Bahadur lived in Anandpur 
only for a short time, Then he travelled into 
Hindustan (present U. P.), Madhya Pradesh, 
Bihar, Bengal and Assam to spread Sikhism 
and arouse public opinion against the bigotry 
of the Emperor Aurengzeb, From Anandpur at 
one tip, to Gauhati on the other, he spread the 
message of Truth and Love of Sikhism. 

When Guru Tegh Bahadur was in Assam, @ 
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son,Guru Gobind Singh was born to him at Patna. : 
After a sojourn of five or six years Guru Tegh 
Bahadur returned to Anandpur Sahib, His son’ 
Guru Gobind Singh received his early education 
and training in this very place, In Samvat 1732 
(1675 A, D.) a deputation of Kashmiri Brahmins 
waited upon Guru Tegh Bahadur and urged him 
to defend the Hindu faith against the wide- 
spread campaign of the conversion of Hindus 
to islam, instituted by Aurangzeb. Guru 
Tegh Bahadur in response to the appeal of these 
‘ Brahmins,proceeded to Delhi to meet the Hmperor, 
On the fifth day of the bright half of Mangsar 
(December) of Samvat 1732 (1675 A.D.), he was | 
beheaded in the Chandni Chowk of Delhi, He sub- 
1 mitted to this rather than compromise with the 
; powerful Emperor on the fundamental issue of the’ 
freedom of conscience, His remains were cremated 
rt atsome distance, where now stands the Gurdwara 
o Rikab Ganj, in new -Delhi. But the dis- 
., membered head was brought to Anandpur Sahib 
n bya Sikh, Bhai Jaita, Here Guru Gobind Singh 
y  eremated the head of his martyred father. 


‘ Guru Gobind Singh spent about thirty 
= years of his life in Anandpur Sahib, He fought 
a 
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several battles and performed feats of great 
bravery in defence of faith and righteousness, 
It was in Anandpur that the Khalsa, or Militant 
Sikh Faith was instituted by the Guru, 


In Samvat 1761 (1704 A.D.) the Guru 
evacuated the fort of Anandpur along with his 
family, The Mughal aggressors demolished the 
holy monuments of the place, During “this 
period of desolation a pious man, Sadhu Gurdas 
looked after the historic shrines of Anandpur 
Sahib. In Samvat 1765 (1798 A. D.) the 
Tenth Guru passed away at Nander, now in 
Hyderabad State. 


Banda Bahadur, whom the Guru had 
appointed to be commander of the Sikh fighters, 
now went up north, and there attacked and 
destroyed the important Mughal stronghold of 
Sirhind, about 70 miles from Anandpur. This 
was the place where the Mughal Governor had 
brecked alive two young sons of the Guru, 
Banda wrecked the Mughal power in this part 
of the Empire. Sometime after, the twelve clans 
or Misls of the Sikhs annexed the land lying 
beyond the Sutlej. It was they who during this 
period looked after the shrines of Anandpur 
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Sahib. They extended buildings, maintained the 
Sikh tradition and performed other deeds of 
piety, In 1922-23 during the Gurdwara Reform 
Movement all the historic Gurdwaras of Anand- 
pur and Kiratpur came under the jurisdiction of 
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee 
the statutory body of the Sikhs for the manage- 
ment of their shrines, 


Anandpur Sahib from its association with 
the Gurus, is a sacred city, revered by Sikhs and 
Hindus alike. It was here that the act of 
supreme sacrifice, which saved Hinduism from 
extinction, was contemplated. It was here 
again that the Guru organized militant defence 
of the faith. The following are the other historic. 
shrines of Anandpur, 


1. Thakhat Sri Kesgarh Sahib—This 
place lies towards the western side of Anandpur 
Sahib, Here Guru Gobind Singh on the Ist of 
Baisakh, Samvat 1756 (13th April, 1699) selected 
the ‘Five Beloved Ones’ out of thousands of 
people congregated there, They were : ‘Bhai Daya 
Singh, Bhai Dharm Singh, Bhai Himmat Singh, 
Bhai Mohkam Singh and Bhai Sahib Singh, 
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‘Amrit’(lit-‘nectar’ the sweetened water of symbol 
of the initiation into the Khalsa faith)was adminis- 
tered tothem and the new milltant faith, the 
Khalsa Panth(or the path of Purity)was instituted. 
This sacred place is one of the four takhats 
(lit:‘Thrones’-seats of Religious Authority) of the 
Khalsa. The old edifice of this shrine, put up 
by the Misls has been pulled down. The present 
beautiful and imposing edifice is the result of the 
effort and contributions of the Sikh public and 
in particular of the effort and of perseverance of 
a holy man, Sant Hari Singh of Kaharpur. It 
took five years (1935-40) to complete. At present. 
it is one of the most impressive buildings in the 
Panjab, Alongside there is one pilgrims’ rest 
house and other adjuncts. In Takhat Keshgarh 
Sahib both in the morning and evening there 
are religious assemblies in which recitals from 
the Holy Granth Sahib (The Sikh Scripture) and 
other religious compositions are made. A special 

feature of these prayer gatherings is the tradition 
of recital of the hymns of Guru Gobind Singh, 

in Braj Poetry, expressing praise of the Lord, 
idealism and the determination to fight on in 
defence-of the Faith. Besides, there are huge 
religious congregation on historic days, such as 
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the Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak (the full 
moon of Kartik), Guru Gobind Singh’s Birth 
Anniversary (7th light half of Posh), the Birth 
Anniversary of the Khalsa Faith (Baisakhi) and 
others. In Takhat Keshgarh Sahib the following 
arms, borne by Guru Gobind Singh himself are 


on view. 


(1) Hazoori Khanda (double-edged sword) with 
which the Guru prepared the ‘Amrit’ (necter) 
which was later administered to the Five‘Beloved’ 
or ‘Chosen’ Ones. 


(11) The sword which the Guru always kept in 


his sash. 


(111) The spear which the Guru struck into 
the ground to make a spring in Guru Ka Lahore, 
about 7 miles from Anandpur Sahib towards 
the hills, which flows to this day. This spear 
was passed on later to Bhai Uday Singh. 


(iv) Nagini Barcha (The Serpent Spear) which 
derives its name from the fact that it is shaped 
like a serpent. After the great battle of 
Anandpur Sahib it was given to Bhai Bachittar 
Singh, a brave fighter, by the -Guru. This 
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Bachittar Singh had faught down single-handed, 
an armoured elephant in a battle fought by the 
Guru against the hill rajahs, fendatories of the 
Mughal Empire, 


(v) Sait (Arabic for a straight sword) conferr- 
ed on the Guru by the Emperor Bahadur Shah 
at Agra, said to be originally worn by Ali, son- 
in-law of the Prophet Muhammad, 


(vi) A matchlock, associated with several 
historic happenings in the Guru’s life. These 
arms are displayed each morning after the 
prayer-gathering, 


MANJI SAHIB 

Very near to the entrance of Takhat 
Keshgarh Sahib is this shrine, sacred to the four 
sons of Guru Gobind Singh, The Sahibzadas, as 
they were called, used to play here and it was 
also their school, Sometimes the Tenth Guru 
used to come alse and spend a little time here, 
Contiguous to this is the ‘Babar Bunga’ built by 
the Sikhs from Canada and America in the memory 
of Babar Akalis, a group of Sikh Revolutionaries. 

th Sahib is maintained also through 
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rentals of land belonging to several near by 
villages, A Sacred tank is being constructed 
close to this shrine, and after completion it will 
serve as a bathing place for pilgrims. 


Keshgarh Sahib being a very sacred 
historic place, the traffic of pilgrims to it has 
increased since the opening of a railway line 
and ametalled road in recent years. A large 
free kitchen is being run from voluntary contri- 
butions for the benefit of the pilgrims, all of 
whom must partake of the food offered therein, 
as taking food from the sacred kitchen, called 
Guru Ka Langar, is a duty enjoined on all by the 


Guru; and this tradition is still being maintained 
in full vigour, 


SIS GANJ SAHIB 


This Gurdwara is close to the residential 
Mansion of the Guru and is not far from Kesh- 
garh Sahib. In Samvat 1732 (A. D. 1675), 
when Guru Tegh Bahadur became a martyr jn 
defence of the freedom of conscience, his severed 
head was brought to Anandpur and Guru 
Gobind Singh cremated it at this place. 
Many Sikhs had wanted the head to be 
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- cremated in Kiratpur Sahib at Patal Puri 
Gurdwara,where the other Gurus had been cremat- 
ed. Butthe Guru’s mother ordered the head to 


be cremated here. 


AKAL BUNGA:— 

In front of the ‘Sis Ganj Gurdwara’ 1s 
this shrine. While the head of the Ninth Guru 
was burning onthe pyre, Guru Gobind Singh 
preached from here to the Sikhs the high doctrine 
of submitting to the Divine Will. 

LOHGARH FORT 

About three quarters of a mile towards the 
south of Keshgarh and about half a mile from 
the railway station is this fort, once an arsenal 
and military centre of the Guru. It used to be 
a strong fortress and was distroyed by the Moghal 
soldiers. Later it was also washed away by the 
waters of the river, which flows close to it. 


MATA JEETO’S DEHARA 


Towards the west of Anandpur Sahib 
accross the Charan Ganga river on the road to 
Garhshankar is this shrine of Mata Jeeto (wife 
of the Tenth Guru). In Samvat 1757 (1700 
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A. D.) Mata Jeeto passed away in Anandpur. 
Her body was cremated here. 


HOLGARH 


This Gurdwara is close to the above. The 
Guru used to hold religious assemblies here at 
the time of the Hola (a day after Holi) when 
military exercise would be held. 


GURU KA LAHORE 

At the foot of the Hindu Shrine of Naina 
Devi, due south, about 8 miles north of Anand- 
pur this Gurdwara is situated. Bhai Harjas a 
resident of Lahore gave his daughter Jeeto’s 
hand tothe Tenth Guru and the wedding took 


place at this spot. The bride’s parents had 
come from Lahore. Therefrom a temporary town, 


called Guru Ka Lahore, was established here. 
Here also the Tenth Guru let flow a spring by 
striking a spear into the ground. This spring is 
still in existence. It is called the ‘Tribeni’. 
The Basant Festival is repens in Guru Ka 
Lahore. 
BABHAUR SAHIB 

Three miles from Nangal on the Nagal-Una 
road and towards the east of it, on the right bank 
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of the Sutlej is another shrine associated with 
Guru Gobind Singh. Towards the end of Samvat 
1758 (1701 A. D.) the Guru resided here for-a 
long period. The Raja of Babhaur looked after 
the Guru’s comfort here. 


JHIRA SAHIB 


Onthe Anandpur-Kiratpur road towards 
the east and about 3/4 of a mile from Kiratpur 
road in the village Badhal is this Gurdwara of 
Guru Hargobind (the Sixth Apostle) situated close 
to a well, 


GURDWARA BABA GURBAX SINGH 


He was a_ venerable old man. Jn his 
memory there is a Gurdwara in village Raipur 
which is about two miles towards the east side 
of the Anandpur-Kiratpur road. 


BAROTA SAHIB 


This Gurdwara is about 1/2 mile from kirat- 
pur on the Anandpur-Kiratpur road, The Sixth 
and the Seventh Gurus visited this place once. 
It is said that with the sap of the barota or 
banan tree which grew here, wounds can be 
healed, | 
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DAULAT GARH 


About two miles to the east of Barota 
Sahib is Guru Har Rai’s (the Seventh Apostle’s) 
shrine. The Guru used to come and stay here in 
the rainy season. 


rad 


ANANDGARH SAHIB FORT 


Thisis a fort to the south of Anandpur 
Sahib. This was Guru Gobind Singh’s arsenal 
as well as garrison headquarters. Several battles 
were fought around it. After being over-whelmed 
by large Muslim forces, the Guru decided to 
evacuate it. The occupying Mughal soldiery 
damaged it greatly. Later, when the Sikh Con- 
federecy ruled over the Panjab, it was rebuilt. 
Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, the leading Sikh 
Chief of the early eighteenth century, , built 
residential houses and a baoli (well led on to the 
waterlevel with steps) The latter still exists. 
Now the entire place is to be rebuilt in a style 
worthy of its great historic associations, and 
work has already started. 


GURDWARAS OF KIRATPUR SAHIB 


KIRATPUR—This town is situated on about 
the 15th mile on the Rupar-Anandpur road, 
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The Raja of Kahloor, Tara Chand had made 
an offering of the land of two villages to Guru 
Hargobind and here with the permission of the 
Guru, Baba Gurditta, his eldest son laid 
the foundation of the town on Wednesday, 2 
Har, Samvat 1684. Afterwards the Sixth, 
Seventh and the Eighth Gurus resided here for 
various periods. Towards the west and very 
close to the town flows a tributary of the Sutle}. 
The river and the hills present a beautiful scene. 


CHARAN KANWAL 

This shrine was built in the memory of 
Guru Nanak Dev, founder of Sikhism, and is 
situated in Kiratpur on high ground. The house 
of Guru Nanak’s humble votary Bhai Peenjhu 
Brahmin was situated here. Guru Nanak stayed 
at his house in Samvat 1575 (1518 A, D.). 
Pleased with the prayer recital (Kirtan) of Bhai 
Mardana (his companion) he predicted the found- 
ing of Kiratpur (Home of Praise). Then he went 
and met Bhai Budhan Shah, a holy man, 
There was some spiritual exchange of views 
and Bhai Budhan Shah offered goat’s milk to 
the Guru. The Guru, mightily pleased, blessed 
him with a long life, and predicted he would 
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meet him again in his Sixth Garb. It is said the 
Sixth Guru, in fulfilment ofthis prophecy, met 
Budhan Shah, then a very aged man, in this 
place. The free kitchen is always run here, 
Now an embarking place is being constructed by 
the Canals Department at this spot. 


DAMDAMA SAHIB 


In Kiratpur Sahib facing the ‘Sheesh Mahal’ 
is this shrine of Guru Har Rai (The Seventh 
Apostle), The Guru used to hold religious 
assemblies here. 


SHEESH MAHAL 


This is the shrine of Baba Gurditta, Guru 
Hargobind, Guru Har Rai and Guru Harkishan. 
While founding the city of Kiratpur Baba 
Gurditta had constructed a house for himself. 
Afterwards this also served as a place of residence 
for the later Gurus. The Seventh Guru was 
born here. Festivals in the memory of the Seventh 
and Kighth Gurus are held here. 


GURU KA KHUH 


In Kiratpur Sahib behind the Sheesh 
Mahal is a huge well which had been constructed 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


18 


for the convenience of the residents of this place 
and the pilgrims. This well is in a delapidated 
condition now and recently the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee started 
replacing it. 
TAKHAT SAHIB 

This place is also associated with the 
Seventh and Highth Apostles. 


MANJI SAHIB 

At this shrine a cap, sald to have been 
given to Baba Gurditta by Baba Sri Chand 
(son of Guru Nanak) is being kept. The 
Manuscript prayer book of the Seventh Guru’s 
daughter is also preserved here. 


BIBAN GARH (The place of the Funeral) 

This shrine is sacred to Guru Tegh Bahadur 
situated on the bank of new canal. When Bhai 
Jaita brought the severed head of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur from Delhi he kept the head here, while 
information was sent to Guru Gobind Singh at 
Anandpur who came and took the head to 


Anandpur in a funeral procession for cremation, 


GURU KI BAOLI 
Towards the left hand side of the stairs 
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PATAL PURISAHIB. 


About two furlongs from Kiratpur Sahib in 
a southerly direction on the banks of the Sutlej is 
the shrine of Guru Hargobind,the Sixth and Guru 
Har Rai, the Seventh Apostle. Here the Sixth 
and Seventh Gurus were cremated & the ashes of 
the Eighth Guru were brought here from Delhi. 
This is a spot on the bank of river Sutlej. This 
spot finds mention in an autograph copy of the 
Guru Granth Sahib, inscribed by the command 
of the Seventh Guru, in the hand of his son, 
the Highth Guru, Sri Harkrishan, The 
author of Dabistani Mazahib, a Persian history 
of the reign of Jahangir also mentions the 
cremation of Guru Hargobind at this place, and 
also the fact that one holy Muslim, Pir Kaivan 
went to see the Guru here and that a week after 
this the Guru passed away <A Rajput Raja 
leapt on to the burning pyre of the Guru’s 
remains, and was consumed by the fire. So did 
several others of his devotees. 


The Sikhs of this area cremate their dead 
on this bank, at the feet of the Mausoleum of 
their Gurus. Many scatter the ashes of their 
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dead on this bank into the river. 


A FEW USEFUL HINTS FOR THE PILGRIMS. 


1. In March the Hola Mohalla is celebrated 
in Anandpur. This is one of the chief fairs of 
Kast Panjab. 


2. Board and lodging arrangements exist for 
pilgrims, in Gurdwara Keshgarh Sahib in 
Anandpur and in Gurdwara Charan Kanwal in 
Kiratpur. 


3, The ‘Prashad’ in Kiratpur and Anandpur 
by an order of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parban- 
dhak Committee is perpared in pure butter ghee. 


4, Anandpur Sahib and Kiratpur are both 
railway stations. Trains from Sirhind and Rupar 
are run morning and evening. The road from 
Rupar to Nangal is metalled. Therefore car and 
bus traffic is also available. 


Buses come from Hoshiarpur, Una, Nangal, 
. Rupar and Garh Shankar, 


5. Nangal is 8 miles from Anandpur, The 
famous dam is_ being constructed at Bhakra 
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that lead to Baba Gurditta’s Gurdwara 
is a fountain constructed by Guru Hargobind and 
its water is very tasteful. The spring is a 
natural one: 


BABA GURDITTA’S GURDWARA. 


This Gurdwara is about two furlongs 
towards the south of Kiratpur Sahib and is 
reached after a climb of about 132 steps. Baba 
Gurditta resigned his mortal frame here. The 
following remarkable story is connected with 
this shrine. Once Baba Gurditta, who was the 
Sixth Guru’s son,went on a hunt and inadvertent- 
ly killed a cow. The owners of the cow demanded 
it of him. To please them he is said to have 
brought the cow back to life. When Guru 
Hargobind came to know that by resurrecting 
the cow he had reversed the will of the Lord, he 
was very greatly displeased and upbraided his son. 
Baba Gurditta quietly accepted rightful censure 
of his father, bowed to him, and after peregrinat- 
ing him thrice, came to this spot. There he 
lay down, and gave up his mortal body. The 
Sixth Guru cremated his son’s remains at this 
very spot. The place is a centre of fervent 
pilgrimage, and it is said that it is never without 
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profuse offerings of Karah Prasad or sweet 
pudding. 


Here a neem tree is growing, said to have 
sprouted from the neem twig last in the hand of 
Baba Gurditta. This tree because of its associa- 
tion with the Guru’s son, is held sacred, 


MAZAR BUDHAN SHAH. 


Towards the east of Baba Gurditta’s sbrine 


at a distance of about one furlong, is the shrine 
of Guru Nanak’s devotee Bhai Budhan Shah. 


Here his pets, some goats, a dog and a tiger 
lived in affectionate company. Mohemmedan 
pilgrims look after this shrine. Respecting the 
wishes of Baba Gurditta and Guru Hargobind, 
the Sikh pilgrims visit this shrine also. 


TEER MANJISAHIB. 


Near Baba Gurditta’s Gurdwara is the 
shrine of the sixth Guru. The Guru used to 
practice archery from here, The way to this 
place being dangerous, it has been closed to 
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which is 7 miles from there, The water of the 
Sutley] will be dammed up there. Three power- 
houses will berun with this water and with the 


waters of this canal Rohtak, Hissar, Karnal, 
Pepsu and some districts of Rajasthan will be 
irrigated. The Nangal Project and Bhakra Dam 
project are among the major development schemes 


¥, east. 


. of the country. The lake at Bhakra has been 
named ‘Gobmd Sagar’ after the Tenth Guru, 
who lived in this neighbourhood. Nangal and 
Bhakra are good show places, 
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